
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, EILEEN DONDERO FOLEY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, PORTSMOUTH, NH 
DATE:  MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016           TIME: 7:00PM 

A G E N D A

I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. ROLL CALL
III. INVOCATION
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION

1. Update Re:  Various Parking Programs – Parking Manager Joey Giordano

V. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES – (There are no minutes on for acceptance this evening) 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE II, SECTION 3.2 SOLID WASTE, 
YARD WASTE AND RECYCLING AND AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 1, ARTICLE 
XIII, SECTION 1.13 – MUNICIPAL ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES 

B. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION IN THE 
AMOUNT OF THREE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE THOUSAND ($345,000.00) 
DOLLARS FROM THE SEWER FUND UNRESTRICTED NET POSITION FOR LAND 
ACQUISITION THROUGH EMINENT DOMAIN RE: 150 GREENLEAF AVENUE 

VIII. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES

A. Second reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 3, Article II, Section 3.2 Solid Waste, 
Yard Waste and Recycling and an amendment to Chapter 1, Article XIII, Section 1.13 – 
Municipal Enforcement Procedures 

B. Adoption of Resolution Authorizing a Supplemental Appropriation in the amount of 
Three Hundred and Forty-Five Thousand ($345,000.00) Dollars from the Sewer Fund 
Unrestricted Net Position for Land Acquisition Through Eminent Domain Re: 150 
Greenleaf Avenue 

C. Third and final reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 14, Article II – Demolition – The 
Preservation of Buildings and Places of Historic, Architectural and Community Value  
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IX. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A MOTION WOULD BE IN ORDER TO ADOPT THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
(There are no items under this section of the agenda) 
 

X. PRESENTATION & CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS 
 
(There are no items under this section of the agenda) 

 
XI. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY OFFICALS 
 

A. CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 

1. Purchase & Sale Re: Elliott Property 
 
2. City Hall Building North Facade Replacement Design 
 
3. Report Back Re:  400th Anniversary Celebration 
 
4. Request to Dispose of Surplus Vehicles and Equipment 
 
5. Commerce Way 
 
6. Request to Extend Existing License at 64 Market Street 
 
Informational items 
 
1. Events Listing 
2. Report Back Re: Food Truck Vendors 
3. Status Report Regarding Conversion of West Road (Service Road) into a City Street 
4. Reminder Re: Household Hazardous Waste Day  

http://cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/solidwaste-recycle-hhw.htm.  
 
B. MAYOR BLALOCK 

 
1. Appointment to be Voted: 

 Appointment of Jody Record to the Planning Board as a Regular Member 
 Appointment of Jeffrey Kisiel to the Planning Board as an Alternate Member 
 Reappointment of Bruce Boley to the Board of Library Trustees 
 Reappointment of Jack Jamison to the Board of Library Trustees 

 
C. COUNCILOR DWYER 
 
1. *Prescott Park Master Plan Update 
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D. COUNCILOR LOWN 
 
1. Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Meeting Action Sheet and Minutes of October 6, 

2016 (Sample motion – move to approve and accept the Action Sheet and Minutes 
of the October 6, 2016 Parking & Traffic Safety Committee meeting) 

 
E. COUNCILOR PEARSON 
 
1. *Feasibility of Creating a Public Park at the current Bridge Street Parking Lot Location 

 
F. COUNCILOR SPEAR 
 
1. *Discontinue Free Holiday Parking 
2. Article Entitled Against Transparency (No Action Required) 

 
G. COUNCILOR DENTON 
 
1. *Hodgson Brook Advisory Committee 

 
XII. MISCELLANEOUS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
KELLI L. BARNABY, MMC, CMC, CNHMC 
 
CITY CLERK 

*Indicates Verbal Report 
 
 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC WHO ARE HEARING IMPAIRED: Please contact Dianna Fogarty at 603-610-7270 one-week 
prior to the meeting for assistance.    



Parking Division Update

Presenter: Joey Giordano, Parking Manager 



Parking Program Update:

 Parking Program Guiding Principles 

 Comprehensive Parking Program 

 Current Parking Projects



Parking Program Guiding Principles 

 Parking Study History
 City Council Adopted 2012, “Guiding Parking 

Principles”

 Burke, “June 2012 Study”
 Nelson/Nygaard, January 2012 “Parking 

Supply and Demand Analysis”
 Walker, June 2015  “Parking Operations 

Study”



Parking Program Guiding Principles 

 A balance mix of 
retail/restaurants, office, 
and residential use is key 
to downtown vitality

 A downtown parking 
supply that is convenient, 
viable, and central to 
downtown destinations is 
key to the health of the 
City’s retail, restaurant, 
and office economy

 Manage parking and 
increase supply to address 
peak parking demands and 
avoid perfect 
Friday/Saturday night 
storm when 
residents/customers 
cannot find parking

 Parking for 
retail/restaurants and 
office users in the 
downtown is primarily a 
City responsibility



Burke Study
Occupancy Numbers

July 2015
 Market Street 99.2%

 Congress Street 92.9%

 Bow Street 97.0%

 Worth Parking Lot 92.1%

May/October 2015
 Market Street 93.4%

 Congress Street 92.9%

 Bow Street 94.2%

 Worth Parking Lot 91.3%



Nelson/Nygaard Report

 Key Point from the 
Nelson/Nygaard Report:
 Properly use the existing 

underutilized downtown parking 
inventory. 



Walker Study

 Walker Highlights

 Hanover Credit Card 
System

 Branding Program

 Eliminate the 12 hour 
Garage Rate

 Converting Coin-Only 
Meters to Coin/Credit 
Smart Meters

 Web Based Retailer 
Validation System



Comprehensive Parking Program

 Simply raising rates does not 
fix the problem. We need to:

 Increase inventory
 Properly price existing 

inventory
 Provide lower cost/free 

remote parking alternatives
 Research transportation 

solutions
 Shuttle, bike share



Areas of Opportunity 

 Urban Land Institute’s methodology of sharing 
parking spaces between various land uses over 
the course of a day.

 Examples:

Church/Synagogue parking available to the 
public on weekdays

Bank parking available in the evenings



Areas of Opportunity

 Locating and managing these spaces is a full time 
job

 Exploring partnering with private company to 
create these relationships and manage the lots:

 No cost to the City

 Increase the parking inventory

 Keeping with our current parking program 
guidelines and directives



Current Parking Projects

 Passport Parking 

 Increase our 
public/private parking 
inventory

 Implementing credit card 
capable smart meters to 
replace mechanical coin 
only meters

 Real-time data based 
decision making 



Current Parking Projects
Passport Parking
Download the app
No device to purchase
Create an account
Locate zone number
Park



Current Parking Projects
Passport Parking
Features:

No return trip to your vehicle

Add time remotely

Notification that your parking session is 
ending

Local businesses can participate in a 
validation program



Current Parking Projects
Increase Inventory

 Deer Street Garage Project

 Continue to research underutilized parking

 Test a public/private management agreement



Current Parking Projects
Smart Meters

 Currently testing credit card/coin “smart” meters on 
Daniel Street

 Replace the 215 mechanical “coin only” meters



Current Parking Projects
Real Time Data

 Analyze our multiple data streams to make informed 
decisions



Questions?

























CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2017 
 

 
RESOLUTION # - 
 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATION FROM THE SEWER FUND 
UNRESTRICTED NET POSITION FOR LAND ACQUISITION 
THROUGH EMINENT DOMAIN.   

 
RESOLVED: BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

THAT, the City Council has determined that the sum of up to Three 
Hundred and Forty-Five Thousand ($345,000) Dollars is 
to be appropriated from the Sewer Fund Unrestricted Net Position to 
defray the expenditures related to Land Acquisition through eminent 
domain for the Fiscal Year ending in June 30, 2017.  
 
THAT, to meet this appropriation, the City Manager is authorized to 
transfer these funds from the Sewer Fund Unrestricted Net Position.   

  
 

APPROVED BY: 
 
 

___________________________ 
JACK BLALOCK, MAYOR 

 
 
ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL 
DATE 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
KELLI  BARNABY, CMC/CNHMC 
CITY  CLERK 
 
SECTION 7.14-AMENDMENTS TO BUDGET AFTER ADOPTION 
 
No appropriation shall be made for any purpose not included in the annual budget as adopted unless voted 
by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Council after a public hearing held to discuss said appropriation.  The 
Council shall, by resolution, designate the source of any money so appropriated. 
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ORDINANCE #  
 
THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH ORDAINS 
 

That the Ordinances of the City of Portsmouth, Chapter 14 – Housing Code, be 
amended by deleting the existing Article II: Demolition and inserting in its place the 
following new Article II:  
 
 
ARTICLE II: DEMOLITION 
 
Section 14.201 PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Article is to encourage the preservation of buildings and places of 
historic, architectural and community value. 
 
Section 14.202 DEFINITIONS 
 
As used in this Article, the following words or phrases shall have the meanings set forth 
below, except when the context requires a different meaning. 
 

Demolition: Razing or destruction, entirely or in part, of a building or structure, 
whether or not reconstruction is planned after demolition, or removal of a building 
or structure in whole or in part from its present location. For the purpose of this 
Article, demolition shall not include (a) interior demolition that does not affect the 
exterior of the building or structure, or (b) work necessary to repair or replace 
exterior finishes such as roofing, siding, trim or windows. 

 
Demolition Review Committee: A committee appointed by the City Council and 

comprised of five members as follows: one member of the Historic District 
Commission, one member of the Planning Board, one member of the Portsmouth 
Historical Society, the Chief Building Inspector or his/her designee, and the 
Planning Director or his/her designee. Representatives of the Historic District 
Commission and Planning Board shall be appointed annually or as necessary. 

 
Section 14.203 APPLICABILITY 
 
The requirements of this Article shall apply to any demolition except: 
 

(1) Demolition of a building or structure that has been granted a Certificate of 
Approval by the Historic District Commission; or 

 
(2) Demolition of any “dangerous building” that has been ordered to be 

demolished pursuant to Chapter 14, Article I, Section 14.109(C). 
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Section 14.204: APPLICATION AND NOTICE 
 
A. Prior to the commencement of any demolition, the owner(s), contractor, or 

agent (hereinafter Applicant) must (a) submit a completed Demolition Permit 
Application (hereinafter Application) to the Inspection Department, (b) post a sign 
or signs as required by paragraph B below, and (c) publish a legal notice as 
required by paragraph B below. 

 
B. The applicant shall post one or more signs on the building to be demolished, or 

on the lot where such building is located, so as to be clearly visible from all public 
ways. In the event that visibility at the building’s location would be hindered in 
such a manner as to obstruct notice of the sign, the applicant will be required to 
post a sufficient number of signs as to insure clear visibility. Said sign(s) shall be 
provided by the Inspection Department at the time of application for the Permit.  

 
(1) If the building to be demolished was constructed more than 50 years prior 

to the date of application and the area to be demolished (building footprint 
or gross floor area) is greater than 500 square feet, the notice shall read 
as follows: 

 
NOTICE 

 
An application has been submitted to demolish this building or a 
portion thereof. Further information about the proposed 
demolition is available from the Inspection Department, City Hall, 
1 Junkins Avenue, Portsmouth, NH 03801 (tel. 610-7243). You 
may object to the demolition by filing a written objection with the 
Inspection Department at the above address. 
 
If no written objection is received in the Inspection Department 
within 30 days from the date of this notice, the Demolition Permit 
will be issued. If a written objection is received within said period, 
the Demolition Review Committee will hold a public hearing on 
the matter within 75 days from the date of this notice. Notice of 
the public hearing will be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation, posted on the City’s website, and given to all parties 
who have filed objections to the proposed demolition. 

 
Date of this Notice: _________________, _____. 

 
 (2) If the building to be demolished was constructed 50 years or less prior to 

the date of application, or the area to be demolished (building footprint or 
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gross floor area) is 500 square feet or less, the notice shall read as 
follows: 

 
NOTICE 

 
An application has been submitted to demolish this building or a 
portion thereof. Further information about the proposed 
demolition is available from the Inspection Department, City Hall, 
1 Junkins Avenue, Portsmouth, NH 03801 (tel. 610-7243). You 
may object to the demolition by filing a written objection with the 
Inspection Department at the above address. 
 
If no written objection is received in the Inspection Department 
within 30 days from the date of this notice, the Demolition Permit 
will be issued. If a written objection is received within said period, 
the Inspector may order an additional delay in issuing the 
Demolition Permit, up to a maximum of 90 days from the date of 
this notice. 
 
Date of this Notice: _________________, _____. 

 
(3) In either case, the required sign(s) shall remain posted until the Inspection 

Department has issued a demolition permit. 
 
C. The applicant shall, within seven (7) days of submitting an Application, have 

published a legal notice in a newspaper of general circulation in Portsmouth. All 
costs which are incurred for publication of the legal notice are to be paid by 
the applicant who also will provide copies of the published legal notice to the 
Inspection Department prior to the expiration of the thirty (30) day period 
contained in the legal notice. The legal notice shall include the wording 
required by Section 14.204.B (1) or (2), as applicable, and shall also contain the 
address and description of the building or structure to be demolished and the 
name and address of the applicant.  

 
Section 14.205: PROCEDURE 
 
A. If the building to be demolished was constructed more than 50 years prior to the 

date of application and the area to be demolished (building footprint or gross floor 
area) is greater than 500 square feet, the following procedure shall be followed: 

 
(1) If a written objection is not received by the Inspection Department within 

thirty (30) days of the date of notice, the Building Inspector shall verify 
that the notice requirements in Section 14.204 have been satisfied and 
the demolition may proceed. 

 



9-14-16  Page 4 of 5 

(2) If a written objection is received by the Inspection Department within thirty 
(30) days of the date of notice, the Building Inspector shall have fifteen 
(15) days to notify the applicant in writing that the demolition must be 
reviewed by the Demolition Review Committee before proceeding and 
forward the application to each member of the Demolition Review 
Committee. 

 
(a)  The Demolition Review Committee shall schedule a public hearing 

within thirty (30) days of notification from the Building Inspector. 
Notice of the public hearing shall be given to all parties who have 
filed objections, posted in two public places and on the City’s 
website, and published in a newspaper of general circulation at 
least ten (10) days prior to the hearing, not including the day of the 
hearing or the day of posting. 

 
(b) The Demolition Review Committee shall hear all public testimony 

on the building’s significance. The owner or the owner’s 
representative shall be invited to attend the hearing. 

 
(c) At the conclusion of the hearing, the Demolition Review Committee 

shall determine that the building is “significant” or “not significant” 
based on whether the building is of such historic, architectural or 
community value that its removal would be to the detriment of the 
public interest. 

 
(d) If the Committee finds the building is “not significant,” no further 

review is required. 
 
(e) If the Committee finds the building is “significant,” the following 

steps shall be taken: 
 

(i) The Committee shall hold a meeting with the owner or 
owner’s representative within fifteen (15) days, or at the 
applicant’s earliest convenience, to discuss alternatives to 
demolition. 

 
(ii) After the meeting provided for in paragraph (i) above, if no 

alternatives to demolition have been identified and agreed to 
by the applicant, and if the applicant agrees, the applicant 
shall submit basic measured drawings of the building (plan 
and elevations) as determined by the Demolition Review 
Committee. In addition, if the applicant agrees, the 
Committee shall document the building photographically. 
The applicant shall also be encouraged to salvage significant 
architectural features identified by the Committee. 
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(iii) Following the completion of documentation and (if 
applicable) salvage as set forth in (ii) above, no further 
review is required. 

 
B. If the building to be demolished was constructed 50 years or less prior to the date 

of application, or the area to be demolished (building footprint or gross floor area) 
is 500 square feet or less, the following procedure shall be followed: 

 
(1) If a written objection is not received by the Inspection Department within 

thirty (30) days of the date of notice, the Building Inspector shall verify 
that the notice requirements in Section 14.204 have been satisfied. 

 
(2) If a written objection is received by the Inspection Department within thirty 

(30) days of the date of notice, the Building Inspector shall order an 
additional delay period, not to exceed sixty (60) days from the date of 
receipt of the written objection(s). However, in no event shall the delay 
period ordered by the Building Inspector exceed ninety (90) days from 
date of notice. 

 
Section 14.206: DEMOLITION PERMIT 
 
Upon completion of the procedure outlined in Section 14.205, the Building Inspector 
shall issue a Demolition Permit after the expiration of any delay period ordered 
pursuant to Section 14.205.  
 
 
 The City Clerk shall properly alphabetize and/or re-number the ordinances as 
necessary in accordance with this amendment. 
 
 All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby deleted. 
 
 This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 
 
       APPROVED: 
 
       __________________________ 
       Jack Blalock, Mayor 
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: 
 
_____________________________ 
Kelli L. Barnaby, City Clerk 
 
 

H:\Rick T\City Council referrals\- Referrals - ZONING\Zoning - Demolition ordinance\Demo ordinance - draft 160914.docx 
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Date:    October 12, 2016    
 
To:   Honorable Mayor Jack Blalock and City Council Members 

  
From:    John P. Bohenko, City Manager     
 
Re:   City Manager’s Comments on October 17, 2016 City Council Agenda 
 
 
 
Presentation:   
1. Update Re: Various Parking Programs. On Monday evening, Joseph Giordano, Parking 

Manager, will make a presentation to update the City Council regarding various parking 
programs. See attached PowerPoint presentation. 

 
Items Which Require Action Under Other Sections of the Agenda:   
1. Public Hearing/Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance Amendments.  
 

1.1 Public Hearing/Second Reading of Proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 3, 
Article II, Section 3.2 Solid Waste, Yard Waste and Recycling and an 
amendment to Chapter 1, Article XIII, Section 1.13 – Municipal Enforcement 
Procedures.  As a result of the October 3rd City Council meeting, under Section 
VII of the Agenda, I am bringing back for public hearing and second reading the 
attached proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 3, Article II, Section 3.2 Solid 
Waste, Yard Waste and Recycling.  

 
 In order to give the Department of Public Works authority to issue citations under 

the Solid Waste Ordinance, an amendment to Chapter 1, Article XIII, Section 1.13 
– Municipal Enforcement Procedures is necessary (see attached amendment). The 
term “Environment Department” was replaced with “Department of Public Works.” 

 
  The Department of Public Works recommends updating the City’s Solid Waste 

Ordinance to accommodate current waste material collection practices and future 
growth of the program, and requests a public hearing and second reading at the 

 
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH                
PORTSMOUTH, NH 03801 

 
Office of the City Manager 



City Manager’s Comments on October 17, 2016 City Council Agenda                                                       2 
 

October 17, 2016 City Council Meeting. The proposed updates to the City’s Solid 
Waste Ordinance do not significantly alter the ordinance, but update the ordinance 
to reflect common practices already taking place. For example, under the current 
language trash containers cannot be larger than 45 gallons, thus residents are 
technically not allowed to be using the 64 or 95 gallon wheeled totes frequently 
purchased for curbside collection.    

 
The changes to this Ordinance include the following: 

 
 Update the maximum weight and volume of acceptable curbside containers from 

45 gallons to include up to 100 gallons; so long as any container larger than 45 
gallons has a stop bar compatible with the hydraulic tipper and has working 
wheels. 

 Update Business District curbside collection hours (currently listed as 4:30pm-
6:00pm) to allow DPW to add a morning pick up for residents and provide future 
adaptability to alter routes as needed for operational efficiency. The days and 
hours of collection will be published by the Department of Public Works. 

 Update penalties and remedies to better enforce ordinance violations. 
 Modernize the definitions classifying waste and how they are handled. 

 
I recommend the City Council move to pass second reading and schedule a third 
and final reading of the proposed Ordinance at the November 21, 2016 City 
Council meeting, as presented.  Action on this matter should take place under 
Section VIII of the Agenda. 

2. Public Hearing and Adoption of Resolution.  
 
2.1 Public Hearing and Adoption of Resolution Authorizing a Supplemental 

Appropriation in the amount of Three Hundred and Forty-Five Thousand 
($345,000) Dollars from the Sewer Fund Unrestricted Net Position for Land 
Acquisition Through Eminent Domain Re: 150 Greenleaf Avenue.  As a result 
of the October 3rd City Council meeting, under Section VII of the Agenda, I am 
bringing back for public hearing and adoption the attached Resolution authorizing 
a supplement appropriation in the amount of Three Hundred and Forty-Five 
Thousand ($345,000) Dollars from the Sewer Fund Unrestricted Net Position for 
Land Acquisition Through Eminent Domain Re: 150 Greenleaf Avenue.  
 
Also, attached is a copy of the City Manager’s Comments from the September 6, 
2016 meeting regarding the legal acquisition by eminent domain of approximately 
4.8 acres through which a municipal sewer line, installed within a berm, was 
constructed by the City in 1967 and 1968.  

 
Therefore, I recommend the City Council move to adopt a Resolution to raise and 
appropriate $345,000 from the Sewer Fund net position for land acquisition 
through eminent domain regarding 150 Greenleaf Avenue. Action on this matter 
should take place under Section VIII of the Agenda. 
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3. Third and Final Reading of Proposed Ordinance Amendments.  
 

3.1 Third and Final Reading of Ordinance amending Chapter 14, Article II – 
Demolition – The Preservation of Buildings and Places of Historic, 
Architectural and Community Value. As a result of the October 3rd  City Council 
meeting, under Section IX of the Agenda, I am bringing back for third and final 
reading the attached proposed demolition ordinance (City Ordinances, Chapter 14 
– Housing Code, Article II – Demolition). This revision has been prepared in 
response to a referral by the City Council at its meeting on February 1, 2016.  

 
The draft revised ordinance provides for additional review, including a public 
hearing, whenever demolition is proposed for a building that is more than 50 years 
old. The purpose of this additional review is to allow for a determination as to 
whether the building has historic, architectural or community value, and for 
identification of alternatives to demolition. Where no such alternatives are 
identified or acceptable to the owner, if the applicant agrees, the draft ordinance 
requires documentation in the form of photographs and measured drawings, and 
encourages salvage of historic building elements. Please note the change in the 
proposed Ordinance that allows the applicant to refuse that the house be 
photographed. A draft of the revised ordinance was provided to Portsmouth 
Advocates for review, and the current document incorporates several changes 
suggested by the Advocates, including posting of notices on the City’s website in 
addition to the newspaper. 
 
I recommend the City Council move to pass third and final reading of the proposed 
Ordinance. Action on this matter should take place under Section VIII of the 
Agenda. 
 

City Manager’s Items Which Require Action: 
 
1. Purchase & Sale Re: Elliott Property.  The City has been in discussions with George  

Elliott and his attorney, Richard Foley, with regard to settling a dispute related to drainage 
impacts to the property at 850 Banfield Road (see attached).  The property is located at a 
low point in a series of drainages originating along Route 1 through the Portsmouth 
Industrial Parks on Constitution Avenue and Heritage Avenue which outlet through a 
railroad culvert into the Great Bog.  Due to changing development patterns and lack of 
maintenance by the railroad, the property at 850 Banfield Road has experienced a history 
of storm-water inundation impacting Mr Elliott’s property.  In addition to the storm-water 
inundation, Mr. Elliott believes his drinking water well was impacted by the change in 
ground water hydrology. 

 
The lengthy negotiations have included a number of potential solutions including securing 
a drainage easement, purchasing a portion of the property and purchasing all of the 
property.  The property owner has indicated that he prefers that the City purchase the 
entire parcel. 
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In an effort to avoid potential litigation the City has negotiated an agreement with Mr. 
Elliott to purchase the entire parcel, approximately 7.1 acres, for $550,000.  Please note 
that 3.3 acres in wetlands will be used to help stormwater management. The remaining 
3.8 acres are in uplands and can be subdivided to be sold as possibly two building lots 
whereby the City could recover a majority of the cost of purchasing this land. It is 
recommended that $150,000 come from the Conservation Fund and the remaining 
$400,000 come from Fund Balance.  This property abuts conservation land the City 
already owns. The purchase of this property would provide better stormwater management 
options over the long term and supports conservation efforts. 
 
I recommend the City Council move the following motions: 
 
1) Move to authorize the expenditure of $150,000 Conservation Fund contingent upon 

Conservation Commission approval; 
 
2) Establish a public hearing for November 21, 2016 appropriating $400,000 from 

Unassigned Fund Balance for the purchase of land; 
 
3) Move to refer this matter to the Planning Board for report back to the City Council; 

and, 
 
4) Further, authorize the City Manager to enter into a Purchase and Sale Agreement 

subject to funding. 
 
2. City Hall Building North Façade Replacement Design.  In 2014, the City addressed 

structural concerns on the North Wall of City Hall, in addition to having Lavallee 
Brensinger Architects conduct a Municipal Complex Programmatic Needs study to 
commence long-term planning for improvements to the entire City Hall facility. The North 
Wall of City Hall facing the South Mill Pond was inspected by structural engineers after 
showing stress cracks in the brick veneer. The result of that structural evaluation showed 
the brick façade was at risk of complete failure and immediate repairs were made to secure 
the façade. These repairs were a temporary fix intended to allow the City time to design a 
permanent facade replacement.  

 
Following this work, Lavallee Brensinger Architects developed conceptual designs for a 
new North Wall Façade. Three conceptual plans were developed and presented to the City 
Council on August 15, 2016, and the Historic District Commission on September 7, 2016. 
In addition, the alternatives were a topic of discussion at the October 1, 2016 City Council 
retreat. The consensus of these discussions was the selection of Alternative B, Curtain 
Wall and Masonry façade (see attached figure).   

 
Although the façade has had temporary repairs, it is critical that the façade replacement 
move forward to avoid the potential consequence of a complete failure. Final selection of 
Alternative B will allow for the design to be completed and the project to be bid by the 
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spring of 2017. The estimated project cost of $3.2M will be funded from previously-
approved bond premiums and 2016 Facilities Capital moneys.  

 
I recommend the City Council move to approve selection of Alternative B, Curtain Wall 
and Masonry façade for the replacement of the Municipal Complex’s 1962 Building 
facade. 
 

3. Report Back Re: 400th Anniversary Celebration.  On Saturday, October 1, 2016 the 
Portsmouth Historical Society/Discover Portsmouth Center (PHS/DPC) made a 
presentation to the City Council outlining key goals in creating an ongoing celebration for 
Portsmouth’s 400th anniversary.   

 
As Portsmouth approaches its 400th anniversary in 2023, PHS/DPC will be the conveners 
of this celebration, one that will not only encompass a momentous event in 2023 but serve 
as a layered program throughout each year up to and beyond this milestone.  

 
I am requesting that the City Council move forward to support the development of a trust 
to endorse the formation of this program and partnership between the City and PHS/DPC.  
With an established trust, a formal connection can be clarified and PHS/DPC can begin 
their planning in earnest and develop a steering committee to oversee all anniversary 
activities.  

 
Annual funding will provide needed support in creating a varied, organized and informed 
curriculum in which the community can engage in and have a sense of pride for both our 
past and our future. 

 
I recommend the City Council move to authorize the development of a trust for the 400th 
Anniversary Celebration, and further, authorize the City Manager to enter into a 
partnership agreement with the Portsmouth Historical Society/Discover Portsmouth 
Center to provide an annual contribution from the City of Portsmouth to the PHS/DPC 
which will provide a base level of support to create a varied, organized and informed set 
of activities in which the community can engage to develop a sense of pride for 
Portsmouth’s past and future. 

 
 
4. Request to Dispose of Surplus Vehicles and Equipment. The City currently has surplus 

inventory comprising of vehicles and equipment ready for disposal (see attached lists).   
As in the past, we have disposed of surplus inventory through a sealed bid process in 
which the item is sold to the highest bidder.  According to City Ordinance Section 1.505, 
property valued at $500.00 or more must receive approval from the City Council prior to 
bidding.   

 
 I would recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to dispose of 

surplus vehicles and equipment by the sealed bid process. 
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5. Commerce Way.  The City Council voted on September 17, 2012 to proceed with a 
Conditional Road Layout and Betterment Assessment of Commerce Way. A bond 
resolution for $1,600,000 was passed to pay for the reconstruction of the roadway. The 
bond resolution provided that no amount could be borrowed or expended unless all right, 
title and interest in Commerce Way was conveyed by its current owners to the City.  

 
The City was conveyed the land for the roadway in three separate deeds. See attached 
deeds and Plan D-38901 entitled “Right of Way & Easement Plan Affecting Lands of 
Commerce Way LLC, Arnold Katz & Blair Finnegan and Commerce Center at 
Portsmouth Situated on Commerce Way Portsmouth, New Hampshire, dated June 23, 
2015. Hereinafter “Plan” attached. Each conveyance has been highlighted in a different 
color on the Plan. 

 
Deed 1  Land for the roadway from the original Commerce Way layout 

    (Depicted as yellow on Plan)  
    Recorded at Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 5631, Page 1041.  
 
 Deed 2   Land for small parcel ((672 sq feet) on inside curve to accommodate a radius 

   conforming to City standards. See Area 1 on Plan. (Depicted in pink on Plan)
   Recorded at Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 5631 Page 1051. 

 
Deed 3  Land to correct title for small parcel connecting Woodbury Ave with 

Commerce Way. See Note 7 on attached Plan. (Depicted as blue on Plan) 
    Recorded at Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 5722, Page 0322.
  

Two Drainage Easements Deeds were also transferred to the City because they were 
necessary to meet City construction standards. See Easements attached and Recorded at 
the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 5631, Page 1057 and Book 5631, Page 
1054. 
 
The newly design roadway modifies a curve in the road. That modification leaves a small 
parcel conveyed to the City that is not part of the new roadway. The original proposal 
approved by the Council in 2012 indicated that this parcel was to be conveyed to the owner 
of 135 Commerce Way after construction was complete and the road was accepted by the 
City.  The attached deed reflects this conveyance and requires City Council approval. 
 
Deed 4 Land to be conveyed by City to 135 Commerce Way to reflect as built roadway. 
   See Area 2 on Plan. (Depicted in green). 
 
The second condition imposed by the Council was that the City Attorney draft a letter to 
the City Manager confirming the layout process complied with State statute. This letter 
was completed and sent on May 26, 2016.  
 
The roadway has been built and has been inspected by the Department of Public Works 
and is built to City standards and specifications. Because the conditions of the layout 
approved by the Council in 2012 have been met, Commerce Way is now a public right of 
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way. The City is ready to issue the betterment assessment to those abutters who are served 
by the road. 
 
I recommend the City Council move the following motions. 
 
1) Move too accept transfer of land and drainage easements to the City necessary for 

the layout and construction of Commerce Way. This vote is subject to Planning 
Board issuing a report or waiver of referral. Said land and easements are recorded 
at the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds at Book 5631, Page 1041; Book 5631, 
Page 1051; and Book 5722, Page 0322; and are shown on the Plan D-38901 and 
drainage easements are recorded at Book 5631, Page 1057 and Book 5631, Page 
1054.  

 
2) Move to convey .228 acres of land to 135 Commerce Way, LLC as contemplated in 

the original roadway design to reflect as built roadway conditions of Commerce 
Way. This vote is subject to Planning Board issuing a report or waiver of referral. 
Said conveyance is shown on Plan D-38901; and, 

 
3) Move to refer this matter to the Planning Board for report or waiver.  

 
6. Request to Extend Existing License at 64 Market Street. Careno Construction 

Company received a license by vote of the City Council on May 18, 2016 to encumber a 
certain portion of the public parking lot and alley adjacent to 64 Market Street (the 
Gaslight Restaurant) to facilitate the reconstruction and repair of the fire-damaged 
restaurant. See attached picture of licensed area.  Careno has requested that the license be 
extended to November 18, 2016 so that punch list items can be completed and to facilitate 
the delivery and installation of new kitchen equipment.  All the terms and conditions of 
the existing encumbrance permit will be maintained. Staff has no objection to the 
extension.  

 
I recommend the City Council move to authorize the City Manager to extend the license 
with Careno Construction to finalize reconstruction activities of the Gaslight Restaurant. 

 
Informational Items: 
 

1. Events Listing. For your information, attached is a copy of the Events Listing updated 
after the last City Council meeting on October 3, 2016. In addition, this can be found on 
the City’s website. 

 
2. Report Back Re: Food Truck Vendors.  As requested by Councilor Rebecca Perkins, 

attached is a memorandum from Deputy City Manager Nancy Colbert Puff regarding food 
truck vendors. 
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3. Status Report Regarding Conversion of West Road (Service Road) into a City Street. 
For your information, attached is a memorandum from City Attorney Robert Sullivan 
regarding a status report about the conversion of West Road (Service Road) into a City 
street. 

 
4. Reminder Re: Household Hazardous Waste Day.  This is a reminder that Household 

Hazardous Waste Day is scheduled for Saturday, October 22, 2016 from 8:00 a.m. to Noon 
at the Department of Public Works, 680 Peverly Hill Road. Residents must show proof of 
residency. More information regarding Household Hazardous Waste Day can be found on 
the City’s Website at 
http://cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/solidwaste-recycle-hhw.htm. 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/publicworks/solidwaste-recycle-hhw.htm
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850 Banfield Road 
 Size:  7.1 +/- Acres 

 Frontage:  995 +/- feet  

 Zoning District:  SRA 

 Wetlands Resource Area:  3+ Acres 

Exhibit 1 – Existing Conditions Plan 



 

Exhibit 2 – Existing Drainage Patterns 

850 Banfield Road 
 



 

Exhibit 3:   Single Family House Lot & City Conservation Lot 

Potential Subdivision Plan 
 Land Use:  Two Single Family House Lots & Drainage / 

Conservation Lot  

 Lot Frontage:  150 +/- feet 

 Permitting:  Subdivision Approval 

 City Drainage / Conservation Lot: 3.3A +/- 

  



Department of Public Works   
680 Peverly Hill Road 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Alternative B Curtain Wall and Masonry Facade 



Public Works Use Model Make Year Mileage/Hours Serial /VIN Comments

PARKING Meter Tech. 4x4 Utility Body (yel) CHEVY 2003 62,335 1GBHK24U02E282818 MEYERS PLOW SET-UP

SEWER Collections 4X4 F-450 (YEL) FORD 2008 65,802 1FDXF47R68EE09980

HIGHWAY Leaf Collections 16 H/P OHV BILLY GOAT N/A N/A N/A LEAF COLLECTIONS

HIGHWAY Plastic House N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A SMALL PLASTIC UTILITY HOUSE

WATER Water Dist. 4X4 F-450 (YEL) FORD 2008 86,125 1FDXF47R88EE09981  FISHER PLOW SET-UP. BLOWN MOTOR

WATER WATER DIST. 4X4 F-450(YEL) FORD 2008 66,325 1FDXF47RX8EE09979 FISHER PLOW SET-UP

HIGHWAY SNOW BUCKET N/A HEWITT N/A N/A N/A LOADER BUCKET 9'   2'WIDE COUPLER.

HIGHWAY BACKHOE BUCKET N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A BACKHOE BUCKET,  OLDER

HIGHWAY PLOWING V-PLOW BOMBARDIER N/A N/A N/A V-PLOW FOR TRACKED BOMBARDIER

HIGHWAY PLOWING V-PLOW BOMBARDIER N/A N/A N/A V-PLOW FOR TRACKED BOMBARDIER

PARKING SALTING METERS/DIAMOND MEYERS 2003 N/A 62577 ONE YARD SALTER W/PONY MOTOR

HIGHWAY ELCTRC PANEL 1200 AMP SWITCH THOMAS&BETT N/A N/A H-368-TB 1200AMP SWITCH 600 VOLTS

HIGHWAY ELCTRC PANEL 1200 AMP SWITCH THOMAS&BETT N/A N/A H-368-TB 1200AMP SWITCH 600 VOLTS

W/W COMPRESSOR N/A GARDNER DNVR N/A 19621 HRS M59057 460 VOLTS COMPRESSOR

HIGHWAY PLOWING N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A OLDER 10' PLOW

HIGHWAY MESSAGE BOARD PORTABLE MESSAGE BD AMRCN SIGNAL N/A 1A9AS432432228468 MESSAGE BOARD AMERICAN SIGNAL CO.

WATER W/D CHEVY 1 TON CHEVY 2002 1GBJK34G02E283436 TRUCK COMES WITH A PLOW

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

SCHOOL SCHOOL PKUP K-2500 CHEVY 2000 79202 1GCGK24UIYE151333

COLOR BLUE.  Car sat for three year. Was operational at the time. No
known major problems at that time.

SCHOOL SCHOOL PKUP K-2500 CHEVY 2000 68871 1GCGK24UOYE156099

COLOR BLUE.  Car sat for three year. Was operational at the time. No
known major problems at that time.

SCHOOL SCHOOL PKUP CK 25903 CHEVY 2001 71815 1GCHK24U91E267244 COLOR BLUE.  Brake and floor board issues.  May be need to be replaced.

SCHOOL SCHOOL PKUP K- 2500 CHEVY 2003 70718 1GCHK24U53E201020 COLOR BLUE. Rust under frame . Coolant line needs to be replaced.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FIRE FIRE DEPARTMENT EXPLORER FORD 2002 96,000 1FMZU72EO2UC60841



POLICE DEPARTMENT

VEHICLES ARE LOCATED AT THE CITY HALL LOWER- PARKING LOT
OLD CRUISER -
COLOR
BLACK AND
WHITE K-9 CROWN VIC, 8 cyl FORD 2010

MILES - 99059,
Hrs. 5246 2FABP7BV3AX124228

OVERHEATING ISSUE, REAR WINDOW DEFROSTER
INOPERABLE, ABS LIGHT ON, SRS LIGHT ON, NEEDS BATTERY,
AND WILL NEED TO BE PAINTED

OLD  CRUISER -
COLOR BLACK PATROL CROWN VIC, 8 cyl FORD 2006 88921 2FAHP71W16X113420

NEEDS BATTERY OR STARTER, NEEDS ODOMETER COMPUTER,
MAY NEED REAR AXLE- GRINDING NOISE, PAINT PEELING
FROM BODY UNDERCARRIAGE RUST

OLD CRUISER -
COLOR
BLACK AND
WHITE K-9 CROWN VIC, 8 cyl FORD 2010

MILES - 127,189
Hrs. 7458 2FABP7BV1AX124230

NEEDS BATTERY, MINOR DAMAGE TO LEFT FRONT FENDER
AND MARKER LIGHT, MAY NEED BRAKES AND ROTORS, TRUNK
KEY LOCK WILL OPEN WITH ANY KEY.  WILL NEED TO BE
PAINTED.

























































Proposed License Area
Careno Construction Co.

Gaslight Rebuild/Repair Project
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Memorial Bridge Road RaceROAD RACE Memorial Bridge Portsmouth10/ 9/2016 12/ 7/2015
10/ 9/2016 Contacts:   (Date changed to October 9, 2016 instead of October 8th)

Ben Anderson  - ben@prescottpark.org
Angela Greene - angela@prescottpark.org
Race Start:  10:00 a.m.
Registration:  8:00 a.m.

New Hampshire Film FestivalFESTIVAL Chestnut Street10/13/2016  9/19/2016
10/16/2016 Amber Day is the contact for this event.

(603) 534-0905

Seacoast RotaryWALK Memorial Bridge Walk to Prescott Park10/22/2016  3/ 3/2016
10/22/2016 Contact Susan von Hemert

Annual Memorial Bridge Walk walking across Memorial Bridge to Prescott Park

Arts in Reach - RESCHEDULED TOWALK Start and Finish on Jewell Court10/22/2016 10/22/2016
10/22/2016 Mary-Jo Monusky, Executive Director is the contact for this event.

This 5K walk begins at 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Portsmouth Halloween ParadePARADE Peirce Island thru downtown to Prescott Park10/31/2016  7/11/2016
10/31/2016

Seacoast Half MarathonROAD RACE Portsmouth, New Castle, Rye11/13/2016  4/18/2016
11/13/2016 Jay Diener, Co-race Director is the contact for this event.

He can be reached at (603) 758-1177
Runners start at 8:30 a.m.

Seacoast Rotary Turkey Trot 5KROAD RACE Peirce Island is the start - Strawbery Banke is th11/24/2016 11/16/2015
11/24/2016 Matt Junkin, Race Director is the contact for this event.

This is the Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot which begins at Peirce Island and ends at
Strawbery Banke.
Registration begins at 7:00 a.m.
Race commences at 8:30 a.m.

Arthritis Foundation - JingleROAD RACE Little Harbour School12/11/2016  1/25/2016
12/11/2016 Thomas M. Bringle is the contact for this event.

Tel. 603-724-6080
tbringle@arthritis.org.
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.
Race start time:  10:00 a.m.

First Night - Pro PortsmouthFESTIVAL Downtown - Various Locations throughout Market Squ12/31/2016  9/ 6/2016
12/31/2016 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 4:00 p.m. to Midnight

Great Bay ServicesRACE Portsmouth Middle School 1/ 1/2017 12/ 7/2015
 1/ 1/2017 Michael Rennebu is the contact for this event.

Cell #603-969-9783
Race Start:  11:00 a.m.
Registration:  9:00 a.m.
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March of DimesWALK Little Harbour Elementary School 5/ 6/2017  7/11/2016
 5/ 6/2017 Jenelle Dolan, Development Specialist is the contact for this event.

Tel. 978-729-5849

Children's Day - Pro PortsmoutEVENTS Pleasant Street - State Street - Market Square 5/ 7/2017  9/ 6/2016
 5/ 7/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at Noon to 4:00 p.m.

American Lung AssociationRIDE Start at Redhook Brewery 5/ 7/2017 10/ 3/2016
 5/ 7/2017 Melissa Walden, Associate of Development is the contact.

This event begins at 7:00 a.m. at Redhook Brewery.

Susan G. Komen FoundationRACE Strawbery Banke 5/13/2017  8/15/2016
 5/13/2017 Contact: Carolyn Ostrom, NH Community Relations, Specialist - 617-501-2728  costrom@vtnhkomen.org

Ed Harvey, Race Director 603-862-1246 Edmund.Harvey@unh.edu

Market Square Day - Pro PortsmFESTIVAL Market Square 6/10/2017  9/ 6/2016
 6/10/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Market Square Road Race - ProROAD RACE Starts in Market Square 6/10/2017  9/ 6/2016
 6/10/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

The road race starts at 9:00 a.m. in Market Square

Big Brothers Big Sisters of NeRACE Pleasant Street 6/17/2017  9/19/2016
 6/17/2017

Summer in the Street Music SerMUSIC Market Square - Pleasant Street 6/24/2017  9/ 6/2016
 6/24/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.

This event begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theMUSIC Pleasant Street 7/ 1/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/ 1/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This is part of the Summer in the Streets series begins at 5:00 p.m. and ends

at 9:30 p.m.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theFESTIVAL Downtown - Pleasant Street 7/ 8/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/ 8/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event is part of the Summer in Street Series.  It begins at 5:00 to 9:30

p.m.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theFESTIVAL Downtown - Pleasant Street - between State Street 7/15/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/15/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event is part of the Summer in the Streets begins at 5:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theMUSIC Pleasant Street 7/22/2017  9/ 6/2017
 7/22/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This is part of the Summer in the Streets series which begins at 5:00 p.m. and

ends at 9:30 p.m.
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Pro Portsmouth - Summer in theMUSIC Pleasant Street 7/29/2017  9/ 6/2016
 7/29/2017 Barbara Massar is the contact for this event.  This event is part of the Summer in the Streets series which begins at 5:00

p.m. and ends at 9:30 p.m.



CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 
Community Development Department  Planning Depar tment  
(603) 610-7232 (603) 610-7216 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: JOHN P. BOHENKO, CITY MANAGER 

FROM: NANCY COLBERT PUFF, DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT: FOOD TRUCK VENDORS – REPORT BACK 

DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2016 

Last week I met with Health Director Kim McNamara, Deputy City Attorney Suzanne Woodland, 
and City Clerk Kelli Barnaby to 1) review our current approach to licensing food trucks/trailers1, 2) 
to discuss the City’s most recent efforts (~2010) to address this topic, and 3) brainstorm about how 
the City might best encourage additional food trucks to operate in the City.   

1:  Existing Food Truck Licensing and Permitting Procedures: 

City Ordinances applicable to food trucks include: Chapter 6: Article XIII: Hawkers and Peddlers, 
Health Department regulations (pursuant to Chapters III & IV), and Chapter 10: Zoning, while the 
City’s annual budget resolution (pursuant to Chapter I, Article XVI) establishes fees relating thereto. 

The City currently allows the location of food truck operations as follows:  

 Operation in one or two designated public parking spaces on State and Hanover Streets
(allowed via annual RFP, only available from April 15-November 15, 7 am – 11 pm unless
otherwise approved, subject to City licensing and minimum bid of $5,000 -
http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/finance/bids/34-16.pdf );

 Operation on private property as permitted by the Zoning Ordinance (permitted in zones
CD4, CD5, GB, GW, B, CD4-W, OR, I, WI);

 Operation as part of a special event (such as the Red Hook festival); and

 As part of the City’s licensing requirements (further itemized below), additional restrictions
on location are also in effect:  Not within 1,000’ of a school (one hour before and after
start/dismissal hours); not within 1,000’ of a hospital, not within 50’ of a public assembly
building while in use, and not in front of the North Church.

Regardless of location, in order to operate the City requires all food trucks to: 

1 We did not address push carts or pre-prepared canteen trucks, as they are regulated somewhat differently, and 
did not seem to be part of the question at hand. 

http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/finance/bids/34-16.pdf
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a) Receive a Mobile Food Service Permit (permit fee $200) from the Health Department.  
Key performance measures of this permit include that the units: a) operate out of a licensed, 
inspected commissary and receive daily service, when operating, at the designated 
commissary, and b) all equipment must be manufactured by a licensed manufacturer and 
National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) or equivalent certified with the required hand sinks. 
No aftermarket alterations or home-built equipment shall be permitted. 

[Temporary event/food permits allow food truck vending under somewhat different 
regulations.] 

b) Receive a Vendor’s License from the City Clerk.  Requirements of this license include 
payment of a fee of $250, proof of an insurance policy (combined single limit of $1,000,000) 
naming the City as an additional insured, and compliance with a variety of rules pertaining 
to public safety, egress, traffic and circulation, cleanliness, trash removal, and noise. 

2:  City’s 2010 Ordinance Revisions 

In 2010, the City considered how to regulate food trucks in the downtown.  Deliberation concerning 
appropriate locations was conducted by the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee, while internal 
administrative procedures focused on providing equal opportunities for bidders, establishing 
minimum pricing that correlated to the impact of lost parking revenues.  In addition, input from the 
downtown business community urged consideration of potential impacts to “bricks and mortar” 
establishments, invoking the need to fairly balance all interests.  

The resulting ordinance revisions amended Section 6.1307 of Chapter 6 to allow for vending from 
three parking spaces downtown as recommended by the Parking & Traffic Safety Committee, which 
is presently limited to two spaces – one on State (occupied by Clyde’s Cupcakes) and one on 
Hanover (currently vacant). 

3:  Current Considerations 

City staff had several observations in response to the question “Why doesn’t the City attract more 
food trucks?”   

 The Health Department’s requirements (e.g. NFS-certified units/equipment, licensed 
commissary relationship, restroom availability for truck employees) may deter many vendors 
from locating here.  However, public health and safety concerns underlie these rules, and the 
City does not have the resources to otherwise ensure that prospective mobile food vendors 
are adequately addressing these primary concerns.  In addition, attendees of the annual Red 
Hook food truck event have commented that trucks at the event are notably clean, and well 
run.  There are currently four licensed food trucks that operate within the City: Clyde’s 
Cupcakes, Sandwich Kings, Kona Ice of the Seacoast, and Northeast Ice Cream.  The 
Health Department does not recommend changing its requirements at this time.  

The Health Department does note, however, that some churches have licensed commercial 
kitchens and some may be able to become licensed, to act as commissaries for food 
trucks.  A full assessment of church kitchens to determine if they are licensable and if the 
churches are interested in pursuing licensing is recommended. 
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 With regard to identifying additional locations for food truck operation, we noted that the
Zoning Ordinance allows private properties to host trucks, which may not be evident to
prospective vendors.  We speculated that appropriate areas might either be within reasonable
walking distance of popular City destinations, or might have excess available parking and
also be in a location that experiences frequent visitation.  For example, these could include:
large employer sites along Borthwick Avenue (Liberty Mutual, Portsmouth Hospital –
assuming the 1000’ distance from a hospital prohibition is removed), the Hannaford lot on
Islington, or Church parking lots when services are not occurring.  Since the use is
permitted, owners would simply need to review their existing and proposed site plans with
the Planning Department to ensure/achieve zoning compliance. We recommend the City
develop a guidance document/web site (see Boston’s
https://www.boston.gov/departments/small-business-development/how-get-food-truck-
permit ) to assist owners and truck operators in locating here.  The Health Department,
working in conjunction with the City Clerk and Planning Department, will pursue this
objective.

 The City can further consider if it may be appropriate to allow trucks to operate on City
properties in addition to the existing street parking spaces.  Underused municipal
parking areas could be targeted:  for example, the lower City Hall lot might be a good
location on Sundays when it is not in heavy use (see examples:
http://www.crystalcity.org/do/food-truck-thursday5;
https://www.boston.gov/departments/small-business-development/how-food-truck-
licensing-works ); summer Sundays at the Library/Middle School lot, when the Library is
closed, the Parrot Avenue lot on weekends when the Courthouse is closed, on Parrot
Avenue on the weekend, on Vaughn Mall, etc.  If the Council were interested in examining
this further, it could request the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee and/or the
Department of Public Works to make a recommendation.

 We observed that the City’s procedures with regard to licensing and permitting are not
tailored to facilitate ease of use.  Chapter 6 applies to all types of vendors, and upon review
of sample ordinances from other cities, it may be worthwhile to consider isolating food
trucks into a distinct section of the ordinance to streamline regulations and procedures.
(Attached is an example from Chapel Hill, NC.)  If the Council agreed, this could be referred
to the Legal Department for drafting.

 With regard to the City’s allowing food trucks to use downtown parking spaces, we note that
while Clyde’s has enjoyed two years of success in its location, the vacant Hanover space may
indicate a need to revise our existing procedures to promote another success.  Ideas
include:  a) lowering the minimum bid fee, b) changing to a flat rate “first come-first served”
lottery process in lieu of an annual bid, c) allowing for more flexible use of the space (e.g.
shifts/weekly rates, day of the week occupancy, etc.) than seasonal licensing provides, and d)
allowing an extension beyond the identified season to enable year-round use.   If desired,
simple changes to Section 6.1307 can be drafted alongside a new RFP/bid document.

https://www.boston.gov/departments/small-business-development/how-get-food-truck-permit
https://www.boston.gov/departments/small-business-development/how-get-food-truck-permit
http://www.crystalcity.org/do/food-truck-thursday5
https://www.boston.gov/departments/small-business-development/how-food-truck-licensing-works
https://www.boston.gov/departments/small-business-development/how-food-truck-licensing-works
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ACTION ITEMS 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 

8:00 A.M. – October 6, 2016 
City Hall – Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Brad Lown, Chairman; Nancy Colbert Puff, Deputy City 
Manager; Peter Rice, Public Works Director; James Heinz, 
Deputy Fire Chief; Frank Warchol, Police Captain; Ted Gray, 
Member; Ronald Cypher, Member; Harold Whitehouse, 
Member; Shari Donnermeyer, Member; Mary Lou McElwain, 
Alternate Member 

ALSO PRESENT: Eric Eby, Parking and Transportation Engineer 
Joey Giordano, Parking Manager 
Juliet Walker, Assistant Planning Director 

Action Items requiring an immediate ordinance during the next Council meeting: 
None 

Temporary Action Items requiring an ordinance during the annual omnibus: 
None 

1. Accepted and placed on file the minutes of the Parking and Traffic Safety Committee
Meeting held on August 4, 2016.

2. Accepted and placed on file two Financial Reports: September 2016 and October
2016. 

3. Public Comment – Eight Speakers:  Rick Condon, Dave Palumbo, Judy Miller,
Barbara Destefano, Terry Ann Boucher, Denise Courier, Mark Allinson, Bruce
Osborn

4. Presentation:
Middle Street bike lane project by Juliet Walker.

Public Comment – Four Speakers:  Charles Griffin, Rick Becksted, Jonathan
Sandberg, Peter Gerrish
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5. (VII.A.) – Action Item: 43 Whidden Street, driveway permit application by Greg 
Mahanna. – VOTED to refer action item to staff and report back next month. 
 

6. (VII.B.) Action Item: Portwalk Place, valet parking at Marriott Residence Inn. 
Application submitted by Parade Residence Hotel, LLC. – VOTED to delegate the 
authority to make final approval on the valet agreement to the Public Works Director 
and City Attorney.  

 
7. (VII.C.) Action Item: Portwalk Place, valet parking at Hampton Inn. Application 

submitted by Portwalk HI, LLC. – VOTED to delegate the authority to make final 
approval on the valet agreement to the Public Works Director and City Attorney. 

 
8. (VII.D.) Action Item: Echo Avenue, neighborhood petition requesting signs to 

address speeding concerns. Dave Palumbo and Bruce Osborn – VOTED to direct 
staff to report back on potential enhancements to the area. 

 
9. (VII.E.) Action Item: Bow Street and Market Street intersection, request for police 

officer to direct traffic while Sarah Mildred Long Bridge is closed, by Frank Breen. – 
VOTED to refer to Police Department for report back.  

 
10. (VII.F.) Action Item: Parking space striping outside of downtown, by Mark 

DeLorenzo. – VOTED to refer to staff for report back. 
 

11. (VII.G.) Action Item: 15 minute parking spaces, request for review of their 
functionality and appropriateness, by Councilor Cyr. – VOTED to refer to staff for 
report back at the November meeting. 

 
12. (VIII.A.) Action Item: Bartlett Street and Thornton Street intersection, concern 

regarding STOP sign compliance, by Randy Leach. Staff to report back on findings. 
 

13. (VIII.B.) Action Item: Pleasant Street motorcycle parking spaces. Concern with 
current parking fee requirements during trial period, by Marc Stettner. – Staff to 
continue monitoring use and occupancy of spaces during the trial.  

 
14. Informational –  

A. Neighborhood Traffic Calming program update: 
1. Elwyn Road sidewalk request 
2. Aldrich Road update 
3. Radar speed signs update 
4. Eliminating center lines on selected roads 

VOTED to table presentation to next month. 
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B. Quarterly accident report for 07/27/16 – 09/27/16 

C. Islington Street/Albany Street temporary crosswalk project update 
VOTED to leave the pilot project in place until the end of October 2016.  

D. Islington Street corridor project public meeting scheduled for October 19 

15. Public Comment Session – One speaker: Rick Becksted

16. Adjournment – At 10:04 a.m., voted to adjourn.

Respectfully submitted by: 

Amy Chastain 
Secretary to the Committee 



MEETING MINUTES 

PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 

8:00 A.M. – October 6, 2016 
City Hall – Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Lown called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 

II. ROLL CALL:

Members Present: 
Chairman, Brad Lown 
Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff 
Public Works Director, Peter Rice 
Deputy Fire Chief, James Heinz 
Police Captain, Frank Warchol 
Member, Ted Gray 
Member, Harold Whitehouse 
Member, Ronald Cypher 
Member, Shari Donnermeyer 
Alternate Member, Mary Lou McElwain 

Staff Advisors Present: 
Parking and Transportation Engineer, Eric Eby 
Parking Manager, Joey Giordano 
Assistant Planning Director, Juliet Walker 

III. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES:

Ted Gray motioned to accept the August 4, 2016, meeting minutes. 
Harold Whitehouse seconded. 
Motion passed 9-0. 

IV. FINANCIAL REPORT:

Harold Whitehouse motioned to accept the financial reports dated September 2016 and 
October 2016.  Ted Gray seconded. 
Motion passed 9-0. 
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V. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Rick Condon supported the temporary crosswalk on Islington Street at Albany Street, but 
expressed concern about traffic impacts and the narrowing of Islington Street. 
 
Dave Palumbo spoke about action item (VII.D.), the Echo Avenue neighborhood petition. 
He stated the major concerns are traffic speed, pedestrian safety, handicapped resident safety, 
and signage. The neighborhood residents have noticed an influx of vehicles on Echo Avenue. 
He stated that GPS units are directing traffic into the neighborhood. He expressed concern for 
the handicapped residents of Betty’s Dream. 
 
Mr. Palumbo provided detailed photographs of the neighborhood, pedestrian traffic in the 
neighborhood, and signage posted in the area. 
 
Recommendations: 
The residents would like the City to do the following: 

• Contact GPS companies to direct traffic off Echo Avenue. 
• Signage on Echo Avenue at Woodbury Avenue and Arthur F. Brady Drive (bypass road) 

to indicate wheelchairs and children are present. 
• Remove the sign on Arthur F. Brady Drive directing traffic onto Echo Avenue 
• Sign on Brady Drive to indicate access to Portsmouth/Woodbury Avenue shopping areas. 
• Install a speed sign on Echo Avenue at Woodbury Avenue. 
• Repair the utility patch on Woodlawn Circle. 

 
Judy Miller, representing the Harbour Hill Condominium Association, submitted a letter and 
photos to the Committee. The association is requesting the crosswalk at Hanover Street and 
Fleet Street be reinstalled to increase pedestrian safety prior to the High Hanover project in 
2017. 
 
Barbara Destefano expressed support for the crosswalk reinstallation at Hanover Street and 
Fleet Street. 
 
Terry Ann Boucher supported the Echo Avenue neighborhood association’s recommendations. 
She expressed concern for handicapped pedestrian safety and the need for sidewalks in the 
neighborhood. She also expressed concerns regarding sidewalk conditions on Woodbury 
Avenue. 
 
Denise Courier expressed concern for handicapped pedestrians safely traveling on Echo 
Avenue to Woodbury Avenue. 
 
Mark Allinson questioned why vehicles are allowed to exit from 1900 Lafayette Road. He stated 
this is the only business in the area granted this option. He expressed concern regarding 
compliance and safety. 
 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2016/index.htm
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Bruce Osborn requested the City contact the GPS companies that are routing vehicles on Echo 
Avenue from the Spaulding Turnpike. He expressed concerned for neighborhood residents’ 
safety. Mr. Osborn was a representative of the Echo Avenue neighborhood. 
 
 
VI. PRESENTATION: 
 
A.  Middle Street bike lane project – Juliet Walker, Assistant Planning Director, presented the 
proposed Middle Street / Lafayette Road Bicycle Lane plans to the Committee. The presentation 
is available on the City’s website under Meetings Calendar 2016, October 6, 2016, Parking and 
Traffic Safety Committee.  
 
The purpose for the presentation was to solicit feedback from the Committee and the public on 
the design. Comments collected from the Committee and public will be forwarded to the New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) as part of the compliance and federal 
funding requirements.  
 
The presentation included information on the project background, impacts, funding and 
design. The project length is 1.3 miles, extending from Andrew Jarvis Drive to Congress 
Street. Juliet Walker stated the project is primarily a striping, signage and curb ramp project. 
 

The project purpose included: 
• Improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians 
• Expand connectivity 
• Provide bicycle route utilized by all ages 
• Enhance pedestrian crossings 
• Comply with federal funding requirements and documentation of impacted resources 

 
After conducting parking counts, a demonstration project, and reviewing public comments, it 
was concluded that protected and buffered bike lanes are the appropriate design choice. A 
buffered bike lane is defined as: one with additional lateral separation from motor vehicle 
travel ways. A protected bike lane is defined as: one with vertical separation (parked cars, 
flexible bollards, plantings, or curbing) from motor vehicle travel ways. The design benefits 
include: 

• Separation from motor vehicle traffic 
• Bicyclist traveling in the same direction as motor vehicles traffic 
• Minimal impact on historic resources 

  
Juliet Walker presented detailed drawings of each section of the project. She noted that 
since the last presentation, the major design change was ending the protected and buffered 
bike lanes on Middle Street (at Highland Street and Cabot Street). Shared lane markings 
would continue on Middle Street to the downtown. No parking restrictions would occur north 
of Cabot Street and Highland Street. 
 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2016/index.htm
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Next steps in the project include: final engineering design completed in fall/winter of 2016, 
final NHDOT Notice to Proceed, bid for construction, and a construction start date in 
spring/summer 2017. 
 
Harold Whitehouse asked about the amount spent to date on the project. Juliet Walker 
stated approximately $40,000.  Mr. Whitehouse expressed concern regarding the roadway 
alteration of Route 1 and asked if federal agencies were contacted. He requested copies of 
documentation if contacted. He stated he would only support the project if a letter from the 
Secretary of Transportation in Washington D.C. was provided.  
 
Juliet Walker clarified that the project is in the City’s jurisdiction. She stated since federal 
funding was involved, NHDOT must comply with Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
standards and regulations.  
 
Mary Lou McElwain expressed concern for pedestrian and bicycle safety on the south side of 
Lafayette Road and the extended area. Juliet Walker stated there is a project to improve the 
intersection at Andrew Jarvis Drive. NHDOT is preparing to do a major Route 1 corridor 
project, and the City is working with them to include pedestrian and bicycle improvements as 
part of the project.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Charles Griffin opposed the project on Lafayette Road between the intersections of South Street 
and Andrew Jarvis Drive. He stated he has traveled the South Street and Lafayette Road 
intersection three days a week for the past five years, and noticed very few high school students 
riding bicycles. Mr. Griffin said that traffic at the intersection in the morning is gridlocked. He 
provided photos to the Committee illustrating traffic congestion. He expressed concern about 
introducing bicycle traffic to the intersection. He is also concerned about altering the roadway to 
implement the protected and buffered bike lanes, the effect to emergency responders, non-
student bicyclist safety, and the character of Lafayette Road.  
 
Rick Becksted opposed the project on Lafayette Road between the intersections of South Street 
and Andrew Jarvis Drive. He stated he makes multiple trips to the high school and does not see 
a need for bike lanes.  However, he expressed support for bicycles and discussed widening 
sidewalks for shared use. He noted parking concerns on Highland Street and the neighboring 
areas. 
 
Jonathan Sandberg expressed support for a protected bike lane from Andrew Jarvis Drive to 
Richards Avenue. He discussed the 2013 Portsmouth Listens Study Session, the support of 
multi-modal transportation systems, and the Complete Streets program. He encouraged the 
Committee to support the project and extend it to Richards Avenue. He stated it would 
encourage more walking and bicycling and combat the parking and traffic problems in the 
downtown. Mr. Sandberg discussed the importance of including the section on Middle Street 
from Highland Street to Richards Avenue and creating shared parking in the neighborhood.  
 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2016/index.htm


Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Meeting (PTS) 
October 6, 2016 

Page 5 
 

 
 
 

Parking and Traffic Safety Committee meeting video available at:  
http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2016/index.htm 

 

Peter Gerrish, a senior at Portsmouth High School, expressed support for the project. He read a 
support letter from Principal Mary Lyons. He presented the Committee with a petition signed by 
247 students and teachers. He stated the endorsement was supported at every grade level 
through all class councils.  
 
 
VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. Whidden Street, driveway permit application by Greg Mahanna – Chairman Lown stated 
a site visit was conducted on Tuesday, October 4, 2016. Eric Eby stated the application was 
received by the Department of Public Works. He stated it was forwarded to PTS because of the 
narrow roadway conditions, the need to review open space requirements, and setbacks. 
Additionally, an approval would remove one on-street parking space. Staff had no 
recommendation at this time. 
 
Harold Whitehouse motioned to suspend the rules to allow for public comment. Ron Cypher 
seconded. Voted 9-0, to suspend rules to allow for public comment. 
 
Greg Mahanna stated he is seeking approval for an 11’ opening onto his property currently 
being used as a driveway. He stated the benefits of approving the permit included: removing two 
vehicles from the on-street parking and creating access for city and emergency vehicles. He 
stated he is not removing one on-street parking space, but removing two vehicles from on-street 
parking.  
 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to refer the action item to staff and report back next month. 
Harold Whitehouse seconded.  
 
Shari Donnermeyer supported approving the application. Ron Cypher expressed concern for 
backing out of area. Greg Mahanna described how he was able to exit with a two point turn. Ted 
Gray stated he observed that the proposed driveway area (grassy area) did not appear to have 
had vehicles parked on it. Greg Mahanna stated that vehicles had been parking in area for the 
last 9 months. 
 
Voted 9-0, to refer action item to staff and report back next month. 
 
 
B. Portwalk Place, valet parking at Marriott Residence Inn.  Application submitted by Parade 
Residence Hotel, LLC. – Public Works Director Rice stated action items VII.B. and VII.C. were 
related. Both were part of the overall project closeout and bond release. He stated the function 
had been in place for approximately three years. It was part of a site approval process. He 
stated this action would formalize the licensing procedures.  
 
Robert Sullivan, City Attorney, addressed the Committee. He stated in August 2016, the 
developer submitted proposed valet agreements (VII.B. and VII.C. locations), which he 
reviewed. He prepared a memorandum dated October 3, 2016 to the Parking and Traffic Safety 
Committee, comparing the Portwalk agreements to a “normal” valet agreement. Attorney 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2016/index.htm
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Sullivan discussed some of the comparisons. For example, the Portwalk valet agreements 
would be automatically renewed without approval by the PTS Committee. 
 
Attorney Sullivan stated that all outstanding issues had been resolved with the developer, but 
the new language for the agreements had not been written. He recommended two options: 
delay the vote until next month when he would present completed valet agreements, or delegate 
the authority to make final approval to Public Works Director Rice (subject to his review). 
 
Harold Whitehouse motioned to delegate the authority to make final approval on the valet 
agreements to the Public Works Director and City Attorney. Ron Cypher seconded.  Voted 9-0, 
to delegate the authority to make final approval on the valet agreements (VII.B. and VII.C.) 
to the Public Works Director and City Attorney. 
 
 
C.  Portwalk Place, valet parking at Hampton Inn.  Application submitted by Portwalk HI, 
LLC. – Action item vote included in VII.B. 
 
 
D.  Echo Avenue, neighborhood petition requesting signs to address speeding concerns. 
Dave Palumbo and Bruce Osborn. – Chairman Lown thanked the neighborhood representatives 
and speakers who participated during the public comment period.  
 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to direct staff to report back on potential enhancements to 
the area. Harold Whitehouse seconded.  
 
Public Works Director Rice stated that signage improvements could be made in the short term. 
Sidewalk improvements needed to be addressed as part of the Capital Improvements Plan (CIP). 
Harold Whitehouse expressed concern for Betty’s Dream handicapped residents, who use 
wheelchairs on roadways when traveling to Woodbury Avenue. He asked about a policy requiring 
flags or reflectors on wheelchairs.  
 
Voted 9-0, to direct staff to report back on potential enhancements to the area.  
 
 
E.   Bow Street and Market Street intersection, request for police officer to direct traffic while 
Sarah Mildred Long Bridge is closed, by Frank Breen. –  Public Works Director Rice motioned to 
refer to Police Department for report back. Deputy City Manager, Nancy Colbert Puff seconded. 
Voted 9-0, to refer to Police Department for report back.  
 
 
F. Parking space striping outside of downtown, by Mark DeLorenzo. –  Public Works 
Director Rice motioned to refer to staff and report back. Shari Donnermeyer seconded.  
Voted 9-0, to refer to staff for report back.  
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G.   15 minute parking spaces, request for review of their functionality and appropriateness, 
by Councilor Cyr. –  Harold Whitehouse motioned to refer to staff and report back at the 
November meeting. Ted Gray seconded. Voted 9-0, to refer to staff for report back at the 
November meeting. 
 
Public Works Director Rice stated staff would review the 15 minute parking function as part of the 
modern parking environment.  
 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS: 
 
A. Bartlett Street and Thornton Street intersection, concern regarding STOP sign 
compliance, by Randy Leach. – Eric Eby stated that traffic cameras would be moved to the 
intersection to monitor activity after the Islington Street pilot project monitoring was completed.  
Staff to report back on findings. 
 
 
B. Pleasant Street motorcycle parking spaces. Concern with current parking fee 
requirements during trial period, by Marc Stettner. – Eric Eby stated that traffic cameras would 
be used to monitor use during the pilot project. He stated preliminary data had shown that 
motorcycles were utilizing the designated parking spots because cars were parking in the other 
spots.  Staff to continue monitoring use and occupancy of spaces during the trial.  
 
 
Chairman Lown asked the Committee to consider moving the Informational Section to the next 
action item as requested by resident, Rick Becksted. Ted Gray motioned to suspend the rules. 
Public Works Director Rice seconded.  Voted 9-0, to suspend the rules to move the 
Informational Section to the next action item. 
 
IX. INFORMATIONAL 

A. Neighborhood Traffic Calming program update: 
1. Elwyn Road sidewalk request 
2. Aldrich Road update 
3. Radar speed signs update 
4. Eliminating center lines on selected roads 

 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to table Juliet Walker’s presentation on 
neighborhood traffic calming until next month. Shari Donnermeyer seconded.   
Voted 9-0, to table presentation to next month. 

 
B. Quarterly accident report for 07/27/16 – 09/27/16 

 
One bicycle accident was reported during the period. Mary Lou McElwain requested more 
information. Police Captain Warchol stated he would provide more detail on the next 
quarterly report. 
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C. Islington Street/Albany Street temporary crosswalk project update 
 
Eric Eby stated that the temporary crosswalk is still in place and traffic cameras continue 
to monitor activity. He stated after reviewing the data, traffic backed up past the 
crosswalk several times during peak hours for brief periods. He stated the crosswalk 
provided a safer pedestrian crossing, and entrance and exit from the White Heron 
parking lot.  
 
Public Works Director Rice motioned to leave the pilot project in place until the end of 
October 2016. Harold Whitehouse seconded.  
 
Public Works Director Rice stated the data being collected is very valuable.  Due to the 
number of pedestrians crossing at the location, he supported further review. He stated 
that the signal at Bartlett Street and Islington Street would be upgraded as part of a 
different project with preemption technology for emergency vehicles. Harold Whitehouse 
expressed support. Deputy Fire Chief Heinz noted that the Police Department does not 
have pre-emption on traffic signals. 
 
Voted 9-0, to leave the pilot project in place until the end of October 2016.  
 
D. Islington Street corridor project public meeting scheduled for October 19, 2016 
 
Eric Eby stated this would be the second public meeting regarding the Islington Street 
Corridor Design Project. It is scheduled on Wednesday, October 19, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Library’s Levenson Room. VHB, the design consultant, would present preliminary design 
plans of Islington Street from Maplewood Avenue to the Route 1 Bypass. 

 
 
X. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Rick Becksted stated he had requested the Informational Section be moved because he 
wanted to hear more about the Neighborhood Traffic Calming program and discussions. He 
asked if solar powered traffic calming device signs had been researched. Mr. Becksted 
requested the Echo Avenue neighborhood issues and future issues be addressed: an 80-unit 
residential development has been proposed in the area.  
 
Eric Eby stated four battery-powered signs had been ordered. Public Works Director Rice 
stated DPW staff would be responsible for sign maintenance. 
 
XI. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
ADJOURNMENT – At  10:04 a.m., voted to adjourn. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Amy Chastain 
Secretary of the Committee 

http://cityofportsmouth.com/calendar/2016/index.htm
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