
BOARD of POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

of the 

City of Portsmouth, N.H. 

Commissioner Brenna Cavanaugh, Chair...Commissioner Joseph J. 
Onosko—Commissioner Joe Plaia 

"Providing Citizen Oversight of Your Police Department" 

NOTICE: The Police Commission has a dedicated phone number at the police department. 
You can call the Commissioners at 603-610-7471 and leave a message regarding your 

concerns, along with your name and a telephone number. The Commissioners will be advised 
of your message and someone will return your call in a timely fashion. You can also email the 

Commissioners directly through the Police Department webpage, by clicking on "Police 
Commission", and then clicking on any of the Commissioners' names. 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF POLICE COMMISSION MEETING 

DATE: 	 August 23'1, 2016 (Tuesday) 
LOCATION & 
TIME: 	 4:00 p.m., Wm. Mortimer Room, Police Dept. 

5:30 p.m., Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers, City Hall 
Please see important note on the start time: 

NOTE:  The meeting will start at 4:00 p.m. in the Wm. 
Mortimer Room in the Police Dept. It is anticipated the 
commission will go into a non-public session immediately, as 
provided for under RSA 91-A:3 II (a): "Dismissal, promotion or 
compensation of any public employee...", and (b): 
"Consideration of the hiring of any person as a public 
employee." The public session will then resume in Council  
Chambers whenever the non-public session is finished, which  
should be at or about 5:30 p.m.  



Police Commission Agenda 
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August 23rd, 2016 
Page 2 of 3 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

III. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 
HELD ON: 
June 9th, June 30th, and July 26, 2016 (Anticipated Action: A motion will be 
brought forward to accept the minutes of the June 9th, June 30th, and July 26, 
2016 meetings.) 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT  
Individual comment is limited to three minutes. 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. POLICE COMMISSION: 
1. Commissioner Cavanaugh: 

a. IACP September Site Visit Overview 
b. September 13th  scheduled public work session — release or hold 

council chambers reservation for this meeting 
c. Pending Legal Matters — Update from city attorney Robert 

Sullivan 

B. CHIEF OF POLICE: 
1. Police Contracts 
2. Financial Report 

C. PATROL DIVISION: 
This report is included in the commission packet. 

VII. COURT OFFICE REPORT  
This report is included in the commission packet. 

VIII. MISCELLANEOUS/OTHER BUSINESS -  None 

IX. NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  The next regular monthly commission 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27th, 2016, at the usual 4:30/5:30 
p.m. start time. (See note at the beginning of this agenda for a start time 
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explanation.) Please check the meetings calendar on the city's website as the 
date approaches for cancellations or changes to the time or meeting location. 

NOTICE to members of the public who are hearing impaired: If you wish to attend a meeting and 
need assistance, please contact Human Resources Director Dianna Fogarty at 431-2000 ext. 7270 

prior to the scheduled meeting. Thank You. 

(Posted on August 19th, 2016) 
gado ri-codffue 

Joe 1>Lai.ci, Clerk of the Commission 
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MONTHLY POLICE COMMISSION MEETING 

PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION 
DATE OF MEETING: 	  

Name & Address: 	  

Topic: 4.€-  ".::L._*-1-sz_--rc.u..12 0 	 c)ENI ■c_c-3  

Name & Address: 	  

Topic: 	  

Name & Address: 	  

Topic: 	  

Name & Address: 	  

Topic: 	  
Name & Address: 	  

Topic: 	  

Name & Address: 	  

Topic: 	  
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PREVIOUS 
ME 	KTIN G (S) 



• PORTSMOUTH POLICE COMMISSION 

 

  

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 9TH, 2016 
SPECIAL POLICE COMMISSION MEETING 

11:45 a.m. Call to Order, School Department Conference Room** 

I 

  

Brenna Cavanaugh, Chair 
Joseph J. Onosko 

Joe Plaia 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Chair called the June 9th, 2016 special police commission meeting to order 
at 11:45 a.m. in the School Department Conference Room in the Seybolt 
Building. 

• **Note: This meeting was moved to the School Department Conference 
Room as there was another city meeting still in session in the original venue of 
Conference Room "A". 

II. NON PUBLIC SESSION  
Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to go into a non-public session as 
provided for under RSA 91-A:3 II (c). 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Roll Call Vote: The motion passed unanimously to enter non-public 
session as provided for under RSA 91-A:3 II (c) as follows: 

Commissioner Cavanaugh: 	"Aye." 
Commissioner Onosko: 	"Aye." 
Commissioner Plaia: 	"Aye." 

The commission went into non-public session at 11:45 a.m. 

The Public session resumed in the School Department Conference 
Room at 12:34 p.m. 

Present during public session: Commissioners Cavanaugh, Onosko, and 
Plaia. 

• 
III. MOTION TO ADJOURN 
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Minutes of the June 9th 2016 Police Commission Meeting 

There being no further business before the commission, the Chair asked for a 
motion to adjourn. 

Action: Commissioner Onosko moved to adjourn the 9th, 2016 police 
commission meeting. 
Seconded by Commissioner Plaia. 
On a Voice Vote: The motion passed to adjourn the June 9th, 2016 police 
commission meeting at 12:34 p.m. 

ReJpecffully Submitted By Kathleen Levesque, Executive Assistant 
Commissioner Plaia, Clerk of the Commission 

Joe Plaia 

• 
2 
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PORTSMOUTH POLICE COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 30TH, 2016 
SPECIAL POLICE COMMISSION MEETING 

2:51 P.m. Call to Order, Wm. Mortimer Conference Room, PPD 

Brenna Cavanaugh, Chair 
Joseph J. Onosko 

Joe Plaia 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
The Chair called the June 30th, 2016 special police commission meeting to 
order at 2:51p.m. in the Wm. Mortimer Conference Room in the Police 
Department. 

II. NON PUBLIC SESSION  
Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to go into a non-public session as 
provided for under RSA 91-A:3 II (c). 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Roll Call Vote: The motion passed unanimously to enter non-public 
session as provided for under RSA 91-A:3 II (c) as follows: 

Commissioner Cavanaugh: 	"Aye." 
Commissioner Onosko: 	"Aye." 
Commissioner Plaia: 	"Aye." 

The commission went into non-public session at 2:52 p.m. 

The Public session resumed in the Wm. Mortimer Conference Room at 
3:15 p.m. 

Present during public session: Commissioners Cavanaugh, Onosko, and 
Plaia. 

III. MOTION TO ADJOURN  
There being no further business before the commission, the Chair asked for a 
motion to adjourn. • 
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Minutes of the June 30th 2016 Police Commission Meeting 

Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to adjourn the 30th, 2016 police 
commission meeting. 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Voice Vote: The motion passed to adjourn the June 30th, 2016 police 
commission meeting at 3:15 p.m. 

gaie 

Respectfully  Submitted By Kathleen Levesque, Executive Assistant 
Commissioner Plaia, Clerk of the Commission 

Joe Plaia 
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PORTSMOUTH POLICE COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF THE JULY 26th, 2016 MONTHLY POLICE COMMISSION 
MEETING 

5:30 p.m. Public Session — Eileen Dondero Foley Council Chambers 

Brenna Cavanaugh, Chair 
Joseph J. Onosko 

Joe Plaia 

I. 	CALL TO ORDER:  The July 26th, 2016 monthly police commission 
meeting was called to order at 4:43 p.m. in Council Chambers. (Archived video 
of the meeting is available on the city's website.) 

The following people were present: Commissioners Cavanaugh, 
Onosko, and Plaia, Chief David Mara, Captain of Operations Frank 
Warchol, Admin. Manager Karen Senecal, Exec. Assistant Kathleen 
Levesque, members of the public and the press. 

The Chair called for a motion to go into non-public session under the 
provisions of RSA 91:A, 3-I1 (a), "Dismissal, promotion, or compensation 
of any public employee...", and (c), "Matters which, if discussed in public, 
would likely affect adversely affect the reputation of any person..." 
Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to enter non-public for the purposes 
delineated above. 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Roll Call Vote: The motion passed as follows: 

Commissioner Cavanaugh: 	"Aye." 
Commissioner Onosko: 	"Aye." 
Commissioner Plaia: 	"Aye." 

The public session resumed in council chambers at 5:25 p.m. 

II. ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES:  
The Chair asked if there were any amendments to the minutes of the 
meeting held on June 28th. There were no amendments to these minutes. • 



Police Commission Meeting 

July 26, 2016 

• Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to accept the minutes of the June 
28th  meeting. 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On Voice Vote: The motion passed to accept the minutes of the June 
28th  meeting. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 

IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

V. NEW BUSINESS:  

A.) POLICE COMMISSION: 
1. Personnel Items that require action: 

i. Accept the resignation of Detective Scott Study 
Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to accept the 
resignation of Detective Scott Study. 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Voice Vote: The motion passed to accept the 
resignation of Detective Scott Study. 

ii. Accept the resignation of Auxiliary Officer Ken 
Winsor. 
Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to accept the 
resignation of Auxiliary Officer Ken Winsor. 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Voice Vote: The motion passed to accept the 
resignation of Aux. Officer Ken Winsor. 

iii. Accept the resignation of Officer Andre Wassouf. 
Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to accept the 
resignation of Officer Andre Wassouf. 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Voice Vote: The motion passed to accept the 
resignation of Officer Andre Wassouf. 

2. Tentative Working Agreements: Tentative Working 
Agreements have been negotiated between the police 
Commission and the Ranking Officers' Union, and the 
police commission and the Patrol Officers' Union. The 
TAs will be forwarded to the city council for their action. 

• 

• 
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Police Commission Meeting 
July 26, 2016 

3. Commissioner Cavanaugh: One of the same people that 
contacted the commissioner regarding non-enforcement 
of the NH Hands-Free Law, reached out to the 
commissioner again noting that Portsmouth is still just 
giving out verbal warnings, when there was just an 
accident in Kittery where a person drove into a house 
because they were texting. Chief Mara agreed that more 
summons have to be issued. Additional targeted 
enforcement has been planned as well. The 
commissioners voiced their own agreement and concern 
about this. Chief Mara said we have to do a better job at 
the police department to get the message down to the rank 
and file that the grace period is over and violators will be 
summonsed. 

4. Commissioner Onosko: The commission had a very 
productive conference call with the IACP rep. out of 
Washington, DC, Mr. Kim Kohlhepp. The contract has 
been approved and is back with the IACP for their 
signature. The plan is to have two members of the 
organization visit the department in September and 
conduct numerous interviews of the public as well as 
department employees to hear what they want in a police 
chief. Commissioner Plaia thanked Attorney Sullivan for 
his input on tweaking the contract. Commissioner Plaia 
asked that this item be placed on the August meeting 
agenda to hear from the public. 

VI. CHIEF'S REPORT:  
1. Grant: 

Action: Commissioner Plaia moved to accept the 
$10,182 allocation to Portsmouth of the Edward Byrne 
Memorial JAG Grant and forward to the city council for 
their action. 

2. Financial Report 
3. Letter of Thanks From Outside the Department 

Chief Mara took the opportunity to thank the community 
for all of their spontaneous and unsolicited outpouring of 
food, gifts, support, and verbal encouragements shown to • 

3 



Police Commission Meeting 
July 26, 2016 

our officers during this nationwide explosion of attacks and 
hostility against local police officers. 

VII. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: None 

VIII. MOTION TO ADJOURN:  

There being no further business before the commission, the Chair asked for 
a motion to adjourn. 

Action: Commissioner Plaia moved the July 26th, 2016 police 
commission meeting be adjourned. 
Seconded by Commissioner Onosko. 
On a Voice Vote: The motion passed to adjourn the July 26th, 2016 police 
commission meeting at 5:44 p.m. 

END OF MEETING 

• 

• 

• 
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POLICE COMMISSION — NEW BUSINESS 
JUNE 23RD, 2016 MEETING 

VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. POLICE COMMISSION: 
1. Commissioner Cavanaugh: 

a. IACP September Site Visit Overview The main purpose of this visit is 
to give the IACP representatives a clear picture of town culture and 
town life; of Portsmouth's challenges and concerns, both present and 
future 

b. A September 13th  scheduled public work session — release or hold 
council chambers reservation for this meeting 

c. Pending Legal Matters — Update from city attorney Robert Sullivan 



CHIF,F'S 
RFITORT 



Financial Reports 
FY17 YEAR TO DATE SUMMARY • 	July 31, 2016 

YTD Expenses 
and 	Available 

Appropriated Budget 	Encumbrances 	Balance 	% of Budget Used 

	

9,936,918 	2,364,478 	7,572,440 	 23.79% 

Minus Annualized Expenditures 

	

(155,203) 
	

(155,203) Leave at Termination 

	

(1,560,866) 
	

(1,560,866) Health Insurance 

	

(187,175) 
	

(187,175) Workers Compensation 

ACTUALS 

	

8,033,674 	461,234 
	

7,572,440 	 5.74% • 
% Through FY 	 7.69% 

• 
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Crime Comparison Report For the period ending 06/30/2016 

   

    

Group A Crimes Against Persons 
Crime IBR Category Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Kidnaping/ Abduction 2016 1 1 2 

2015 1 2 3 6 

Pct n/a -50% n/a n/a -67% 

Forcible Rape 2016 2 1 2 5 

2015 1 2 2 1 1 7 

Pct +100% -50% n/a +100% n/a -29% 

Forcible Sodomy 2016 3 3 

2015 1 1 

Pct n/a n/a +200% 

Forcible Fondling 2016 1 1 2 

2015 1 1 2 4 

Pct n/a 0% n/a n/a -50% 

Aggravated Assault 2016 1 1 1 1 3 3 10 

2015 7 2 3 1 2 1 16 

Pct -86% -50% -67% 0% +50% +200% -38% 

Simple Assault 2016 10 14 15 8 9 13 69 

2015 11 13 14 11 21 33 103 

Pct -9% +8% +7% -27% -57% -61% -33% iridation 2016 13 11 5 8 9 12 58 

2015 16 7 7 5 10 7 52 

Pct -19% +57% -29% +60% -10% +71% +12% 

Statutory Rape 2016 1 2 3 

2015 1 1 

Pct n/a n/a n/a +200% 

Total Crimes Against Persons 2016 27 28 25 22 21 29 152 

2015 36 27 29 19 35 44 190 

Pct -25% +4% -14% +16% -40% -34% -20% 

Filters/Options Applied 
Date Used Report Date used 

Time Period 
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Crime Comparison Report For the period ending 06/30/2016 

Group A Crimes Against 
Jun 

Property 
Crime IBR Category Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Robbery 2016 1 1 

2015 1 1 3 5 

Pct n/a n/a n/a n/a -80% 

Arson 2016 2 2 4 

2015 1 1 

Pct n/a n/a n/a +300% 

Burglary/ Breaking and Entering 2016 5 3 2 2 12 

2015 2 3 6 2 13 

Pct +150% 0% n/a n/a n/a n/a -8% 

Extortion/ Blackmail 2016 

2015 1 1 

Pct n/a n/a 

Larceny (pick-pocket) 2016 1 1 

2015 1 1 2 

Pct n/a n/a n/a -50% 

Larceny (shoplifting) 2016 7 5 4 3 2 21 

2015 14 10 5 10 6 6 51 

Pct -50% n/a 0% -60% -50% -67% -59% 

rceny (from building) 10 2016 4 4 7 8 2 4 29 

2015 13 6 12 13 10 9 63 

Pct -69% -33% -42% -38% -80% -56% -54% 

Larceny (from motor vehicles) 2016 9 4 3 3 6 3 28 

2015 5 2 4 7 7 5 30 

Pct +80% +100% -25% -57% -14% -40% -7% 

Larceny (of motor vehicle parts) 2016 2 2 4 

2015 1 1 3 3 8 

Pct n/a n/a -33% n/a n/a -50% 

Larceny (all other) 2016 5 7 3 4 13 11 43 

2015 6 2 7 2 5 4 26 

Pct -17% +250% -57% +100% +160% +175% +65% 

Motor Vehicle Theft 2016 2 1 1 1 1 6 

2015 2 1 2 2 2 3 12 

Pct 0% n/a -50% -50% -50% -67% -50% 

Counterfeit/ Forgery 2016 2 3 3 1 2 11 

2015 1 1 1 1 2 6 

Pct +100% n/a +200% 0% n/a 0% +83% 

Filters/Options Applied 
Date Used 

Time Period 

 

Report Date used 

  

   



 

Portsmouth Police Department 
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Crime Comparison Report For the period ending 06/30/2016 

Group A Crimes Against Property 
Crime IBR Category Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Fraud (false pretense;swindle) 2016 2 6 3 3 5 3 22 

2015 4 3 4 5 7 5 28 

Pct -50% +100% -25% -40% -29% -40% -21% 

Fraud (credit/debit card;ATM) 2016 5 3 2 2 1 6 19 

2015 4 1 4 1 5 3 18 

Pct +25% +200% -50% +100% -80% +100% +6% 

Fraud (impersonation) 2016 3 4 4 4 2 5 22 

2015 3 1 8 18 5 4 39 

Pct 0% +300% -50% -78% -60% +25% -44% 

Fraud (wire) 2016 1 1 

2015 1 1 

Pct n/a n/a 0% 

Embezzlement 2016 4 4 

2015 1 1 2 

Pct +300% n/a +100% 

Stolen Property 2016 1 2 2 2 2 1 10 

2015 1 2 1 2 6 

Pct 0% n/a 0% +100% 0% n/a +67% 

struction of Property/Vandalism ill 2016 18 16 13 16 22 18 103 

2015 11 5 17 16 25 27 101 

Pct +64% +220% -24% 0% -12% -33% +2% 

Total Crimes Against Property 2016 66 53 53 54 57 58 341 

2015 68 36 69 79 86 75 413 

Pct -3% +47% -23% -32% -34% -23% -17% 

Filters/Options Applied 
Date Used Report Date used 

Time Period 
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Crime Comparison Report For the period ending 06/30/2016 

Group A Crimes Against Society 
Crime IBR Category Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Drug/ Narcotic Violations 2016 11 4 12 4 16 10 57 

2015 5 9 9 10 5 6 44 

Pct +120% -56% +33% -60% +220% +67% +30% 

Drug Equipment Violations 2016 

2015 1 1 

Pct n/a n/a 

Pornography/Obscene Material 2016 2 1 1 4 

2015 

Pct n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Prostitution 2016 2 2 

2015 1 1 

Pct n/a n/a +100% 

Assisting/Promoting Prostitution 2016 1 1 2 

2015 

Pct n/a n/a n/a 

Weapon Law Violations 2016 1 1 

2015 1 1 2 

Pct 0% n/a -50% 

lia I Crimes Against Society 2016 11 4 18 6 17 10 66 

2015 5 10 10 12 5 6 48 

Pct +120% -60% +80% -50% +240% +67% +38% 

Filters/Options Applied 
Date Used Report Date used 

  

    

Time Period 
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Crime Comparison Report For the period ending 06/30/2016 

Group B Crimes 
Crime IBR Category Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 	Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Bad Checks 2016 3 1 1 3 8 

2015 1 2 1 1 5 

Pct +200% n/a -50% n/a n/a n/a +60% 

Curfew/LoiteringNagrancy 2016 1 1 

2015 

Pct n/a n/a 

Disorderly Conduct 2016 5 4 3 2 2 3 19 

2015 7 2 7 2 3 8 29 

Pct -29% +100% -57% 0% -33% -63% -34% 

Driving under Influence 2016 2 2 4 4 9 6 27 

2015 2 5 3 4 6 5 25 

Pct 0% -60% +33% 0% +50% +20% +8% 

Drunkenness 2016 12 7 12 12 19 12 74 

2015 8 7 11 14 11 10 61 

Pct +50% 0% +9% -14% +73% +20% +21% 

Family Non Violent Offenses 2016 2 2 1 2 3 10 

2015 1 2 3 2 2 1 11 

Pct n/a 0% -33% -50% 0% +200% -9% 

Ivor Law Violations 2016 1 2 1 5 1 3 13 

2015 1 4 2 1 4 12 

Pct 0% -50% n/a +150% 0% -25% +8% 

Runaways (under 18yr old) 2016 4 1 3 3 11 

2015 3 2 1 6 

Pct +33% n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a +83% 

Trespass of Real Property 2016 1 2 3 2 2 3 13 

2015 1 3 1 8 6 3 22 

Pct 0% -33% +200% -75% -67% 0% -41% 

All Other Offenses 2016 23 16 25 11 17 25 117 

2015 34 16 18 28 21 15 132 

Pct -32% 0% +39% -61% -19% +67% -11% 

Total Group B Crimes 2016 51 36 51 39 58 58 293 

2015 58 41 46 61 50 47 303 

Pct -12% -12% +11% -36% +16% +23% -3% 

Filters/Options Applied 
Date Used 
	

Report Date used 

Time Period 
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