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African Burying Ground Memorial in Portsmouth  
 
These life-sized bronze silhouettes, standing at the Court Street end of the Memorial, represent the collective 
community of greater Portsmouth, gathering resolved to acknowledge, protect and pay homage to the souls whose 
remains chose to re-emerge in 2003 and make themselves known. Each figure bears a line from the poem by 
Memorial sculptor Jerome Meadows inspired by this sacred place.  
 

I stand for the Ancestors Here and Beyond 
I stand for those who feel anger 
I stand for those who were treated unjustly 
I stand for those who were taken from their loved ones 
I stand for those who suffered the middle passage 
I stand for those who survived upon these shores 
I stand for those who pay homage to this ground 
I stand for those who find dignity in these bones 
 
-- Jerome Meadows, artist and sculptor 

Martin Luther King, Jr. visited Portsmouth in 1952 as a BU Divinity student, to speak at the Pearl Street Church. 
http://www.seacoastnh.com/Black-History/Black-History/how-the-friends-saved-the-pearl/?showall=1 

 

 


